March 25, 2009

Dear Doug,

The following are some of my thoughts and evaluations of CPS.  I have mailed you the article I printed from my computer with my hen scratching on it to save time.  Most of the corrections involve grammar and are a product of my too many years of higher education and too many red marks from those who graded my papers.  I have included some comments and suggestions for better expressing your system.  
Summary observations on CPS:

1.
I was first exposed to CPS in 1992 and was immediately impressed by 
its relevance for not only wildland fire fighters but also structural fire 
fighters operating in an interface/wildland environment.
2.
In this era of tight government budgets, utilizing CPS when committing 
expensive air resources (i.e. the fire is out of alignment) can be a huge 
financial and operational benefit to an incident commander.

3.
I have seen CPS utilized during the investigation of the Calabasas 
entrapment in 1996.  The CPS analysis of the incident was of 
considerable benefit to all those involved with the entrapment and its 
investigation.

4.
I have attended several classes taught by Doug Campbell.  What I 
observed every time was very positive reaction from both wildland and 
structural fire fighters.  Los Angeles Fire Department personnel have been 
exposed to CPS as part of their wildland fire training since 1998.
5.
In my view CPS is the AK-47 of fire behavior prediction.  That is it is 
simple, reliable, and effective.  This is opposed to the more traditional 
NWCG S-290, S-390, S-490 approach to fire behavior prediction.  Or to 
use computer terminology, it is user friendly 
6.
I believe Doug Campbell has developed and popularized a tool (CPS), 
that has made fire fighters operating in the wildland fire environment not 
only safer but also more effective.
I was thinking that in the last 15 years there have been many things that make life better for the fire fighter in the wildland/interface environment.  I think no. 1 is LCES (Less Chiefs Equal Safety or Little Chiefs are Especially Sensitive).  Some things like the IRPG the Feds have institutionalized, and I am not sure of others. But certainly CPS is among the handful of the BEST things that make the grunt Fire fighters life better and safer when out there doing it.
 

