Comments on Firefighter Safety/Wildland Fires-

As the Vice-President of the National Incident Management System (NIMS) Consortium and Chairperson to the Model Procedure development Committee for this organization, it was decided to include the Campbell Prediction System in the Wildland Section of the Consortium Book 2 Special Operations- Incidents Involving Hazardous Materials/WMD, Structural Collapse, Wildland and Managing Large-Scale Incidents Using NIMS-ICS.   

It is my feeling that firefighters involved in wildland fires are getting hurt and killed for several reasons but two really stand out.    The first is they are not trained to understand the importance of having situational awareness on wildland fires in understanding the alignment conditions of wind, slope, and the pre-heating of the terrain.  Campbell Prediction System provides this education for firefighters to gain an understanding of these important factors and to use them to their benefit when engaged in wildland firefighting tactics.   It is very important to understand the effect that solar pre-heating has on the different aspects (slopes).  During wildland fires there is a significant difference of how the sun pre-heats the different aspects. 

The second reason that I feel firefighters are getting hurt or killed on wildland fires is they do not understand they have options when given an assignment  “Structure Protection”.  Without training, the average firefighter believes they have to stay and protect the structures.  

That is why the NIMS Consortium Book 2 Special Operations included in the Wildland Section an attachment that covers Structure Protection Tactics/Terminology - “You’ve Got Structure Protection” by Donald Stukey (DNBSTUKE@AOL.COM) along with the “Campbell Prediction System” by Doug Campbell.  The author of “You’ve Got Structure Protection” addresses the options in structure protection: Prep and Go; Prep and Stay; Hit and Run; Stage and Go; or Patrol.  By becoming familiar with each one of these tactics and how they can be influenced by the “Campbell Prediction System” is very important in regards to firefighter safety.

It is my belief, that having an understanding of the “Campbell Prediction System” and “You’ve Got Structure Protection” will reduce injuries and deaths of wildland firefighters.  It is my feeling there is more to wildland firefighting than attempting to remember the Ten Standard Firefighting Orders and the Eighteen Watch Outs.  
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