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Another Way to Prevent a 

Reoccurrence
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Cramer Fire: A Tactical 

Failure
Â What went wrong with 

the tactical plan that 

resulted in 2 deaths?

Â Each part of the 

solution needs to 

answer the question..

Â Would this have 

resulted in the 

preferred outcome? 
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Fire Behavior Tactics

Â Tactics based on expected fire behavior is a 

prime requirement before engaging a wildland 

fire.  I would guess that the fire did the 

unexpected.

Â The overhead and firefighters needed the tools 

to enable them to accurately assess the fire 

situation and make good tactical decisions.

Â They used opportunity tactics rather than fire 

behavior tactics.
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Developing Fire Behavior 

Tactics
ÂDo all crew leaders and  firefighters know 

how to obey the fire order to ñbase all 
actions on expected fire behavior?ò

Â Is anybody tested to assure they can 
before given a line assignment?

ÂSince that is the primary cause of most 
burnovers, the CPS training has focused 
on how to accomplish Fire Behavior 
Prediction Methods for all firefighters. 
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Can You Describe the 

Potential? 

Â Conditions:  Hot, Dry, 

NW to W wind 5-mph. 

Day shift starts at 

0600. You are flying  

the fire developing a 

plan of attack.

Â How would you 

describe the dangers 

of this assignment?
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Defining Terminology

Â If you decide the helispot, escape route or 

safety area will not be a safe place to be in 

the afternoon, Time Tag them so your out 

of there in time.

Â If you expect the fire to spread to a 

location where it can endanger you, 

establish a Trigger Point,  a place where 

you need to change tactics.


